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Draft Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
When: Tuesday 7 July 2025, 7:30-9:04pm 

Where: Zoom videoconference 

Present: Simon Wright (Chair), Andrew Ecclestone (Committee), John Pennington 
(Committee), Anna Curnow (Committee), Finn Shewell (Committee), Marilyn Hunt, 
Rakesh Pinao, Penny Smart, Roelien de Jong, Graham Hill, Harry Cosslett, Keitha 
Booth, Greer Forde-MacNaughton, Sasha B, Ariana Paretutanganui-Tamati, 
Campbell Sharplin, Roy Murphy, Joanna Santa Barbara, Rosalind McIntosh, Diana 
Suggate, Claudia Hoskin, David Lillis, Jan Rivers, Jim B Bennet, Raine A 

Apologies: Jeremy Baker, Joanne Dow, Helen Beaglehole 

 

The meeting started shortly after 7.30pm with Anna Curnow opening with a karakia. 

Simon Wright welcomed people and gave a brief account about Trust Democracy, the agenda for 
the meeting, discussion guidelines, and noted that apologies had been received from Jeremy Baker, 
Joanne Dow and Helen Beaglehole. 

Presentation by Dr Ganesh Ahirao 
Simon Wright introduced Dr Ganesh Ahirao, an independent economist who has worked across 
academia, consulting, and public service, including his time leading the Productivity Commission, 
and invited him to deliver his presentation entitled “The Triple Alliance: Economics, Politics and 
Power,” After the presentation, there was a question and answers.  

After thanking Dr Ahirao for his contribution, Simon Wright called on members to stay for the 
formal part of the meeting and invited others to stay if they wished.  

While a number of attendees left the meeting at this stage, a quorum of members – Finn Shewell, 
Marilyn Hunt, Rakesh Pinao, Penny Smart, Harry Cosslett, Keitha Booth, Greer Forde-MacNaughton, 
Campbell Sharplin, Roy Murphy, Joanna Santa Barbara, Rosalind McIntosh, Diana Suggate, Simon 
Wright, John Pennington, Anna Curnow, Andrew Ecclestone, Claudia Hoskin, David Lillis – was  
maintained. 

Minutes of the previous AGM  
No issues or questions were raised about the minutes of the 2025 Annual General Meeting that was 
held on 12 May 2025. Simon Wright moved, and John Pennington seconded, that the minutes be 
accepted as a true and correct record, and the motion was carried. 

Annual Report, Financial Statements and Committee disclosures 
The Annual Report, which contained a section on committee disclosures, and the Financial 
Statements had been emailed to everyone before the meeting. Simon Wright noted key points and 
highlights from these documents. He thanked committee members for their work and members for 
their support, and gave special acknowledgement to Andrew Ecclestone, John Pennington and 
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himself, who were stepping down from the committee after serving three terms. No questions 
were raised. 

Simon Wright moved that the Annual Report 2023-24 be approved. This was seconded by Andrew 
Ecclestone, and the motion was carried. 

Simon Wright moved that the Financial Statements for 2023-24 be approved. David Lillis seconded 
the motion, and the motion was carried. 

Election of Officers 
Simon Wright noted that candidate profiles were circulated prior to the meeting. Nominees 
introduced themselves. 

Simon Wright explained that 5 nominations had been received for up to 7 committee vacancies, 
and Finn Shewell, Rakesh Pinao, Campbell Sharplin, Greer Forde-MacNaughton and Harry Cosslett 
were therefore elected unopposed.  

Simon Wright explained that Anna Curnow was the only committee member who had been 
nominated for the office of Chair, and that she was therefore elected unopposed after introducing 
herself. 

General business 
Several members expressed their appreciation for the work of Simon Wright and committee 
members, past and present, for their work in building Trust Democracy to where it is today. 

Closing 
After a closing karakia by Anna Curnow, Simon Wright closed the meeting at 9.04pm. 

Signed: 

 

Anna Curnow 
Chair 

Dated: 8 July 2024 


